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Student-friendly Search Sites
	NCWISE OWL

	Kids can use NCWise OWL at school and at home.  

Once in the Elementary Zone, the site includes searches through Kids Search, Britannica, Amazing Animals, Searchasaurus, and Grolier.  It is a site ran by North Carolina Schools, so everything students find will be safe and appropriate.  This site should always be utilized first before browsing the internet through other search engines. (@home password is: wiseowl)

	Destiny WebPath Express
	Once on this link, select your WCPSS school.  Then select WebPath Express.  Here, you can search for websites that contain the search keywords you enter.  Web links will be provided that closely match the topic entered. 

	Ask Kids

	In addition to the search box, there are five specialized search tools: Schoolhouse (to find educational sites), movies, games, videos and images.  After typing in a keyword for a search, Ask Kids will present a list of related sites, along with related images, a definition of the keyword(s), and options to refine or expand the search. This is a good research tool, but you may find students getting distracted by the available links to movies, games and videos.



	Kid Rex
	Kid Rex is a Google custom search engine using Google Safe Search technology. Searching this site will provide you with a list of links to educationally relevant websites.

	Kids Click
	Kids Click is a filtered web search for kids created by librarians and categorized by subject.



	Boolify
	Boolify is a search engine that “shows” students how to conduct an effective search.  Keywords are available as puzzle pieces.  Students drag a keyword puzzle piece into the search field. Then students drag over AND or OR next to the keyword(s), to narrow down the search. The results are continually modified as keywords are added.   

	Awesome Library
	This site is broken into multiple categories.  Students can enter into a subject area and narrow down a topic. A search engine is also provided.  One caution- Be careful to show students that clicking on the Sponsors of the site will take them to places they DO NOT want to access.  Students will have to be patient to use this site.  It takes a lot of narrowing to find a resource, but it is kid-safe.



	Encyclopedia
	This site will search over 100 dictionaries, encyclopedias, and thesauruses.  



	Fact Monster
	This site is owned by the Family Education Network.  It includes information compiled in many different topics.  Students select a topic and go from there.  The best part is that at the bottom right portion of the screen, a link is provided to citing facts you find by the search; it’s called Citing Fact Monster.  It makes citations easy for students to use. Most sources of information already include a ready-to-copy citation.  Just click, copy, and paste.  

	KidSpace/Internet Public Library for Kids
	This child-friendly search is supported by several Universities.  Simply type in keywords and a list of websites will appear that match the keywords.  If a student can’t find information, use the “Ask an ipl2 Librarian feature”.

	ThinkQuest Library
	This search uses a compilation of websites created by students as part of the ThinkQuest Competitions.  Students can select an age group and enter keywords.  Then, the site will search its own student-created websites to find matches for your keyword search.

	Ducksters
	Ducksters is owned by Technology Solutions, Inc. and uses Google SafeSearch to filter results.

	Twurdy
	This search site uses text analysis to categorize search results into reading levels.  Lighter color results are easier to read and darker color results are on a higher reading level.  The color code displays approximate ages and readability level for each reading level.

	CyberSleuth
	Students can type in a keyword search or narrow down a search by selecting a topic.  As a warning, pop-ups often come up when opening this page and advertisements are plentiful and distracting.


*Use this link to add my search engine list to your Wiki or other website.

http://fur.ly/0/SHooverStudentSearchEngines
Teacher Tips:  

· Press CTRL and click simultaneously on any of the hyperlinks to go directly to the sites in this document. 

· Always use NC WiseOwl and Desitny’s WebPath Express before using any other sites.

· Remember to show and explain to the students how to use each site.  Some may be difficult to navigate.  Each site is a little different and can also contain links from sponsors and advertisers that are inappropriate for students.  

· Teach students to read the web address and the description below each web address.  It often gives students a clue as to whether or not the link will send them to information they might need.

· Students should be constantly monitored when using search engines other than NCWiseOwl and WebPath Express.  Teachers should circulate around students and assist in research.

· Familiarize yourself with the NETS way of searching.  This link gives some tips to help you search more easily.  You can share these tips with your students.

· Other search tips include: 

· Put Quotes around phrases to find all words

· Use the – symbol to remove words from your search

· When you aren’t sure which word to search, you can use a tilde symbol (~) in front of a word. This will tell the search engine to look for synonyms of the word you enter.

· Put the word OR in all caps between words when you would like it to look for either term.

· If you want to search a particular website, like cnn.com you would enter the word site followed by a colon and a space.  i.e. site: www.cnn.com Haiti orphanages 
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